The 12 Arabic Letters & Sounds that We Don’t Have in English
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Practical tips on al-hamzah "s":

1- Pronounce al-hamza as-sakinah (hamzah with sukoun) with complete closure of the
vocal cords especially when it is at the end of a word and you stop on it (make nabr:
high pitch of the sound right before the hamza).

N
1

No galgala for the Hamza especially when it has sukoun. s sawwodl - ¢guw — clowwd!

W
1

Make the hamza &4 light (muraggaga) wherever it comes in the Holy Qur'an. =Uo.> — 1,81 = 3gcl

+

Do not merge the Hamzas when you have more than one. oull - alil ,ol <l>

ul
1

When you see a Hamza “<" do not worry how it is written, but focus on its harakah
and pronounce it accordingly.

ik = (0l = Igigl = U = s = B8 — ks — plile — 5d,

(@)
1

Pay extra attention to the Hamza when it is before the alif and when it's on the alif.

7 — Do not mix between the ":" and the "g¢" lg)acl — lgalel — alcl

Extra examples:

oLl,3 - Jldacl — cuito — sy - @l cla) - Csagiwl of, O = culyl = lgigl = Las] - dgcl

Ll - il = b — Luis — Uns — zg=lo 9 o=l — alil 5ol > — Ligil = Lo ,el o — [l o
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Practical tips on the ha’ "»":

1- Al-haa' is produced by bringing the vocal cords close to each other but without closing
them completely. When the air passes through the vocal cords in that position, they will
shake making the haa' sound. alll — Lisl — g

2- Make the haa' light (muraggaqa) all the time. sasl - 8,pkho - alll pslsls

3- Give the haa' its hams (let the breath come with it when you pronounce it). The hams is
clearer when the haa' has sukoon.

4- Make the "&" clear especially when it comes at the end of a word. aJ| — alil- 4de | sha
5- whenever you stop on ta” marbouta “8” , pronounce it as a haa’ “"_»". 8,0U — a3l=Jl

6-pay extra attention when you have “_»” and “&” together. laSiing — Sl dau - Ga dll 2c 5
7-Pay extra attention when you have consecutive ha'at *....» &".

4 V) - o o ) —aealia = G500 s al

Extra examples:

ANV AN Y — T ekt oS jaday 5 — A3SIAL — jea Sy (e 5 — Cpalaladil] 45 g SIS — Al asl ) —
OrllS — A ga — o ggiy — lalada - e A any — il LBINE — agal 8 — Aa il a5da (e agie — T sk —
— ) adlay — o Al )5 ST 5 — 4l g auld — Gl gl om0 — (glan ai— s ol — aealas —
4850l — g sigl = 3aal) sed ) o 5 — ol — laal — cliay o — Tasa — 1 sala - ) gl LS
2018 —dasall 43a] — lalada Lo 5 — sel 5 cnl — eallSe (gagm 185l —— Sl Laibl £ 50 L — (5334

Practical tips on the a’in "g":

1- ¢ Ala'in is produced by bringing the epiglottis back to the back wall of the throat,
but without complete touching. So the makhraj of the ¢ is partially open (as seen
in the following diagram):
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2-You do not need to open your mouth too much to pronounce the ¢

3-Pay extra attention to the g ain when it has sukoon and is followed by _& haa'.
Pronounce the ¢ clearly without mixing it with the &

3-Remember that the ¢ is always light (muraqqgaga)
4- Do not mix between the ¢ and the ¢

Uael 5= 1ske] i - aacll - 2l Y
Extra examples:
& of — ) cpdal g — i - A iV g — la g jied — dc Al — — adll Silae - e.u.ﬂ\tm
_Lf:ﬁé:a.@)u‘éli)}f:ﬁééj; it L — A.A\Jar_ca;_\— &J\JQ}—U)ASM e@—’Jhu“—&ﬁ ‘:J:.
&ﬁ_@p-\y@ctkmelu Ly — am‘}[\écéﬂm-amg@.ug Lq@_u:&ﬁ

) ll ",

Practical tips on the ha

1- Alh'aa' “z" is also produced by bringing the epiglottis to the back wall of the throat but
not as much as in the ¢ ain. This means the epiglottis will not touch the back wall of
the throat. This is why we notice the sound of the ¢ is different because the makhraj is
completely open and the air comes out with the z.

2-Make the & always light (muraggaqga) and give it its hams (let the breath come out
with it when you pronounce it especially when it has sukoon).

3- Do not mix between the and the "_»"

3= Usman — ol — | ASS - Mw;—kﬁsﬁﬁ ean A e oa Lo g — el LAl ) 5 — (s — aalde — Gasll
A0 15 - Ga Al a5 o) — et L) il — lume Lo 81SES — Gall (e a5 — LAY

Practical tips on the ghain "¢":
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1- Alghain ¢ is produced by touching the soft palate (particularly the uvula) with the
root of the tongue. Its sound is similar to the Parisian ra'.

2-Make the ghain ¢ heavy
bl - auilall cua> = O)laadl - ooyl cule = slin ool a0 — Lasy pSass cat V- gl
szl g — pMsl Glasl — ad,e Byacl o — by ool alll juel = £ = sloll yane — pwled] pSuiins,
Lo e €581 Ly, — (s 5866 — ,a¢ g — Ugel — MVl ué iy o 8 — wsdsell jue — wl,lao
ol pgs J& Low 0l Jloy (oo 9 Ji Ol Lo OIS Lo g - saiawl 9 — a0
3-Do not mix the ghain ¢ with the kha' ¢ or with the gaaf &
ool &5 —lugld €55V Lo, — ppule wgaagall e - 0 000wl 9 — ppdg=g
4-Do not make qalgala to the ghain ¢ Jowsigo 1Ad — 80 — ey 9i Jis) 09
5-Do not make ghunna to the ghain ¢ i — wgasoll juc

Practical tips on the kha’ "#":
1- Alkha' ¢ is also produced by touching the soft palate with the root of the tongue.

The kha' is a bit lower than the ghain (closer to the lips), and we do not press on the
uvula as much as we do in the ¢.

2-Make the kha' heavy and give it its hams (let the breath come out with it)
Olasl wlizse G50 Ol g - lgalis] (ol = Vg s — bz — cliw bo (glzw — ol
pdiS — iz — ppis lgalsl — Jos — all bsewl bo lgsiil —pS) y3ew — bg Ulgs| g — o, Ll
o3Vl — ) allS — 331 = oz V — @ansee — U3 - alaiy — pd,38) — lpad g3 by po g
— s,all ash 18] el dsd dliS g = Saiks — e pize - s - BLal - pSigsl — pabish

3-Do not mix it with the ghain eg.izs Ul — sz
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The Itbaq Letters

Al-itbaq is the confinement of the sound of the letter between the
tongue and the roof of the mouth. This applies to 4 letters: b — (= — U=
L — None of these letters exist in English. This is why it needs extra
attention to pronounce them correctly.

This is why these 4 letter are the heaviest among the 7 heavy letters: &8 laaa (i
Makhraj of the o=

It is produced by placing the tip of the tongue at the (internal) base of the lower
incisors while keeping a small gap between the upper and lower teeth (the
upper teeth are usually a bit ahead of the lower ones). So the air will come out
from this gap making the whistling sound of the _=.

Practical tip for the u=: Make the o= heavy and give it its hams and
whistling without raising the lower lip as some readers mistakenly do.

—@ALC—JM?@AEM—?LAPJJJ—@AQ—LAM—Q_}M\QAC)AQAC)A\
| sy i Gy yie JS BB - agale Crendl ) Lol s — agiisall Lol jeall Gaale laiae cilaialalls
ey ia = pallaals — ) jai Y 5 U s — g sud) Ll jeal) Cilanal (e () salatind —

-

< s AMIA R Aerp T SR s
Sl dleatlalb S et

\
This word can be read with either = or ¢-.
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Makhraj of the o=

w= is produced by touching the gum of the upper molars with the edges of the tongue while
applying pressure on the right, left, or both sides as we see in the following diagram:

Bl gt 0 Y
Ohaalll bl (e Sl ABASS 1 )

PR e,
IR, ! only touchmq
o oo

Touch & Pressure
3

Notice that all the edges of the tongue touch the upper internal gum. Also notice
that we put the pressure on the part of the roof which is adjacent to the upper
molars (the blue area) while the other parts of the roof (the yellow area) are only
touched by the edges of the tongue without any pressure.

Practical tips: Make the u= heavy, pronounce it without any ghunnah, and give it
its rakhawa (flowing of the sound) by making istitala (the slight movement of the
tongue due to the air that is imprisoned between the roof and the tongue.

- Do not mix between = and 4. In &, you press on the tip of your tongue by
the top incisors. In the u= your tongue remains inside.
- Do not make galgala to the o=.

Ca o = sl 0 = 0,hsl — uands 9 — 4o,V 9 — Aliad o — pio,d A8 5 — Gol Ub OB O Lol
odlall Vg — digs o yancl g — weall sli> — dypb pasl - lpde alll ac - alos, 1385 o
posl g = slyall g - dne o = Aad unnid — ppic uocld — Liad 9 — all pSue — wellall V|
06 il Lo (a8 — el (aS)| - Gwlidl Lpsyias — @y 018 = 50Vl (b g — by 9 paudsy all 9
— varall e = pas — Jlamy Ol Llid — o Qouwd — Ulws (Syinc g pa> B9, sle
looy osJl 8,00 Asegy 09> — Ll @) Lassi — dolis ] podl 9 — (sigsmaiwl — lawl Oluac
oSauall pleb (sle pax Vg — ay e pllbll pas) o) 9 = g0l SIS pias g -6,bU
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Makhraj of b, >, w

They are produced when the front part of the tongue touches the roof of the
mouth just behind the top teeth (the upper gum).

o N 4 N

Practical Tips:
1-Make the 1k heavy and give it its galgala only when it has sukoun.
Lhii ¥ o — oshity — diedaall (il — agazhl — aSH Il jehaf — ulailall (e oS3 Dl
Cre iy (g 5 — Litdail | I8 — agladih — o ylasi —— dauall Hlad dlea s b — 5 bed) iy adaiily
Onb (e — ) sallaiali - agde Cransl (il Lol ja — sl Ll juall Gaal - ¢ sllall W) 4y daa
Dsbe — 35hlS — skl 5 — gl - dallall Ciela 106 — puday - o3 ) Hlaial Le W) — Hlaial (ad
2- Do not mix between L and <, especially when they come in one word.
sl o adlai ) gahai V5 —alall cadat — oyl g aai) g 4xdai VOIS

Exceptional Rule: When we have & that has sukoun and it is followed by <, we
should apply an incomplete idgham because the X is a strong letter (it has isti'la’ and
itbag). We do this by letting the tongue touch the place of the & but without
galgala, by keeping its itbag then moving to the <.

Eadajd - il — gtk ji — Gaal

However, if we have w sakinah followed by b , we have to make complete idgham by
dropping the « and stressing the b.

aasllls - aaslb Jbb — aaslhiols — asslb wuiold
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Makhraj of the &, 3 L

They are produced by placing the tip of the tongue at the tip of the upper
front teeth.

This means the tip of the tongue must be apparent in all these three letters.

Practical tips:

- Make the & heavy and give it its rakhawa. This means its sound
should be prolonged a little bit.

- Do not let your tongue behind your teeth. Press a bit on its tip.

- Do not mix between = and &. Remember L has like an alif on it.
This should remind you to use the tip of your tongue to pronounce it.

— Oakie — Gea b a5 — o jela (il — cualllall -y phiy — ada — Gl

&L\LQ}T—B)LULHJGJJBJ@U&ﬁDJ;j-AUﬂ\M
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Makhraj of the (9: The back part of the tongue touching the corresponding part of the soft palate.

Al Q;

PJL.:UI;,.d\
\_;u.'\.lldiall

Practical tips:

Make the qa'f @ heavy and give it its galgala only when it has
sukoon. Qalgala means to rapidly distance (bounce) the tongue from
the place it touched.

Also make sure you do not open, round your lips or move your lower
jaw down with the galqgala because that leads to generating a haraka
in the place of the sukoon. As in: <l — Lee — Jig) - Lals

- Do not end the ga'f sakinah with hamza as many people do.

- In this word only you should drop the & completely and stress the &

Examples:

o

ppdrsi Lav o] 9 — alll sic g JS 8 — lssS il Wd,el g — pSals — pidio — w8l - 3 3 3 G
V> 5o @5 9 Lryo d Joow dlll (81 o0 9 — 538 9 ,S8 @] — 1,89 @l (08 UIS — L s —

— paal U3 T Al 51835 - lgymo cuill V| EL Lo g — Loyl og>,bl ol carwgs lglidl — iz

99999

Blgd om Lo Lo — = puxll Clic ppd 9 = pild Lpio — allly Liol lglgs — 353l 8305 pdlalg
Josy JS U8 = pSals - Seaill — Gl pstinmoll blrall bisl = 1008 ol —dew 95 (3aid

- When & has shaddah, its galqgala will be a bit different.
Ja> alll aeg O] ==l acgll bl
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Makhraj of the ,:

Ar-Ra' is pronounced by touching the end of the upper internal gum with
the tip of the tongue curved slightly inwards.

e-é:‘--'l-"é;bw
z.‘.ln;,.u._.;sb._.u
D9 Zoima (pe L yd
S | o b Sk g

Y ‘

Practical tips to do it right and to avoid common mistakes:

- Do not round the lips at all when you pronounce the , unless it has a dammah.
- You must touch the gum ridge to produce the Arabic ,, otherwise it will be the English ,.

- Do not mix between , and ¢.

- The ra' cannot be pronounced correctly without leaving a small space between
the tip of the tongue and the gum. If you don't leave this tiny space the , will
either be cut off or repeated and both are incorrect.

The sound of the ra' sneaks out from this tiny space as we see in the following diagram:

-The ra' is heavy in 8 cases, light in 4 cases and could be made heavy or
light in 2 cases.

Helping note: Alkasra and its mother (the ya' sakinah) push the ra to be
light, while the fatha and damma push the ra to be heavy. Also the isti'la’
letters push the ra' to be heavy.
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The ra' should be heavy in the following cases:
1-if the ra has fatha: ulas),
2-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by a letter with fatha: oujo
3-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by a letter with sukun (except for s)
and that letter is preceded by a letter with fatha: ,a<ll 9
4-if the ra has a damma: lg,eS
5-if the ra has a sukun and is preceded by a letter with damma: ul;all

6-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by a letter with sukun and that letter
is preceded by a letter with damma. s

7-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by a letter with kasra and is
followed by an isti'la letter (a8 keo La>) that does not have a kasra.
We have only 5 words in the Holy Qur'an that exemplify this rule:
Isloye - slojelld — pulb}s - @83 - Tsloj)
And one word in the case of wagf (stopping):
paboell soblIS (938 S LSS slaild

8-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by a non-original kasra (the kasrah of
hamzatul wasl):

l9=S,1 - iyl o = ppd vyl (SAI - lge)

A sentence to remind you of all 8 cases: lg=>)| Islo,o (Gplal auiiall S8 o Sasll @50l &>3)

The ra should be light in 4 cases:

1-if the ra has kasra: ouy — PSS
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2-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by an original kasra and not
followed by an isti'la letter: oo - Ugc)d

3-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by sakin letter (other than isti'la
letters) and that letter is preceded by a letter with kasra: %> - 3,18

4-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by ya' sakinah and the ya' is preceded by a letter
with fatha. This means ra with sukun preceded by a ya' of leen: 5.5 - o

A sentence to remind you of the 4 cases: (ju> ,=> ,539 zu,)
The two cases in which we can make the ra heavy or light:

1-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by a letter with kasra and is followed
by an isti'la letter that has kasra: ,o.;Jo.z” >9le5 939 JS olss sl

2-if the ra has sukun and is preceded by a sakin isti'la letter and that letter
is preceded by a letter with kasra. This applles when we stop on these two

words: shall - 5o
Olan, ypu = Tt 2Uyl Jow sy = csasiel o, O — wg 5 — piyal W — slejll ja
o) = loyasy — @y 05l6 - Lo, - 19,88 — Uyt — o8U 4605 = ,3Vl ool g — a5 dall o —
50l = 30Vl 3100 = (525 = pgusld sde - Ol b VS = el 838 = lode (ss; o3 05 o = lpale I
= el = L)l = 5asllS i sy sl = loray pl 9 = JawVl )0l (08 = Olowl; 918 =
9 — Bloy — Wgome Ll Thol lgnnl ol — ,Sie il L] ;538 — Lo,V (S35 5 = ay oo — Ll 0,inid
= 3> chy = W saecwls — lan st — linall 9 Ll alll sxoy = pS S5l (509,S30 - p3> el
J9¢-¢—}?—>~§-'\J—)hv|9—t5)>fu'95»"9»3\19 - eVl — pShan Ol = yuyd e -
sy o) = liae = 03 9 &9 = 59900l 1801 ks = S isndl G U2x€l 9 2085 Lo £10l = pu>,
=Vl abwyodl Jowyi Lo 9 = 2yl 09,45 - sadll = 559 V = Saiwell = lposly Y 2> &)> = pgid

oy o = o>l S5 e - ;S5 1is — eyl 95 yeasll el 9 = pusll o)l dlll pu
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