Rules of the Noon Sakinah and Tanween
When we have noon sakinah or tanween we should look at the letter
after them to determine how to pronounce the noon sakinah or
tanween. There are 4 rules regarding noon sakinah and tanween.
1- Al-Ithar (Clarification):
It is pronouncing the noon sakinah or tanween clearly, completely and
distinctively from the following letter without adding any extra ghunnah.
This means we pronounce the noon sakinah or tanween with their normal
short ghunnah then we pronounce the following ithhar letter.
We apply alithhar when the noon sakinah or tanween is followed by any of
the six throat letters. خ
غ
ح
 ع-  هـ- ء

2- Al-Idgham (Merging or assimilation):
It is the meeting of a non-voweled letter (sakin) with a voweled letter
(mutaharrik), and merging the first into the second. This simply means to
take the first letter away and stress the second.

There are two subdivisions of the idgham of the noon sakinah and tanween:

1. Idgham without ghunnah: we take away the noon sakinah or tanween
and we stress the following letter. We do this with only with ) (ر, )(ل
Taking the tanween away means to take one haraka away
2. Idgham with ghunnah: we take the noon sakinah or tanween away
and stress the following letter, but we add ghunna (longest ghunnah).
We do this when we have any of these letters ( ) ي و م ن

Exception:

The idghaam can only occur between two words. If we have an idgam
letter following a noon sakinah or tanween in one word, we should apply
ithhar instead of idgam. This occurs only in 4 words in the Holy Qur’an:

3- Changing (Qalb):
It is changing the noon saakinah or tanween into  م, when followed by a ب
with the observance of a lengthened ghunnah on the م.
The  مis pronounced, not by leaving a small space between the lips, as
some modern reciters mistakenly pronounce, but by closing the lips and

holding the  مfor the length of the ghunnah, then opening them with  ب.

4-Hiding or concealment (ikhfa'):
It is the pronunciation of the noon as-sakinah or the tanween stripped of
any shaddah, characterized somewhere between izhar and idgham
To apply this: we hide the noon as-sakinah or tanween, but we keep its
ghunnah (as we learned before; noon = ghunnah & the tongue touching
the upper internal gum). While the sound of the long ghunnah is ongoing
our tongues (or other organs of speech like the lips or teeth) should be in
the position of the ikhfa letter (but without pronouncing it). Once the long
ghunnah is over we pronounce the ikhfa letter.
In other words: To hide the noon sakinah or tanween our tongues does not
touch the teeth or gum, instead our tongues (or other organs of speech)
move to the articulation point of the next letter and gets ready to
pronounce it right after the long ghunnah is over.
We have 15 letters for ikhfa:

These letters are found at the beginnings of the words of this verse:

ِ
ىْضعْظَالِ َما
َ ْ ُدمْطَيِّبًاْ ِزدْفِيْتُ ًق...ْْس َما
َ ْج
ٌ ادْ َشخ
َ صفْْ َذاْثَنَاْ َكم
َ صْقَد
The technique of the
of the
takes practice to perfect because it is
a bit different from one letter to another.

Rules of Al-Meem-us-Sakinah
1- Al-Idgham Ash-Shafawi (Labial Merging):

When there is a meem sakinah (non-voweled meem) followed by a voweled meem
(meem with harakah) we merge the meem sakinah into the voweled meem so they
become one stressed meem (meem with shaddah). Do not forget that a stressed
meem is a letter of ghunnah. This means we apply the longest ghunnah in this
idgham.
ميعًا – لهم ّمن – عليهم ّمؤصدة
ِ ج
َ َخل
َ ه َو ال َّ ِذي
َ ِق لَكُم َّما فِي أاْل َ أرض
ُ
2- Al-Ikhfa' Ash-Shafawi (Labial Hiding or concealment):

It is the pronunciation of the meem sakinah stripped of any shaddah, characterized
somewhere between ithhar and idgham with an accompanying long ghunnah while
keeping the lips closed without any stress or gap between them. We do this by closing
our lips on meem (with a prolonged ghunnah) and then opening them on ba'. We do
this only when the meem sakinah is followed by ب
يل
ِّ س
ِ ن
ِ ِم ب
َ ح
جا َر ٍة ِم أ
يه أ
ِ تَ أر ِم
ٍ ج

- خبِير
َ َ م يَ أو َمئِ ٍذ ل
م بِ ِه أ
إِنَّ َربَّ ُه أ

3- Al-Ithhar Ash-Shafawi (labial clarification):

When there is a meem sakinah followed by any letter other than ) (بor voweled
meem, we have to clarify the meem sakinah by pronouncing it distinctively from the
following letter without any stress or additional ghunnah.
م َعابِ ُدونَ َما أَ أع ُب ُد
ِ َبِ ا أل َعال
ِ َّم ُد لِل
َ م ط َ أي ًرا أَبَابِي
َ س
َ  َوأَ أر- ن
َ مي
َ ا أل
 َو ََل أَ أن ُت أ- ل
ل َعلَ أي ِه أ
ح أ
ّ ه َر
We should pay more attention when the meem sakinah is followed by ) (فand )(و
because of the proximity between the makharij of these three letters. Thus, we should
close the lips completely in order for the meem to be clarified and not be hid before
these two letters.
ين
َ ُِم َول
ُم ِدي ُنك أ
 لَك أ- م فِي َها أَ أز َواج ُمطَ َّه َرة
لَ ُه أ
ِ ي ِد
Professional Tajweed Note: the ghunnah should be:
The longest: with the two letters of ghunnah (م
ّ ), idgam and idgam shafawi.
ّ ,ن
Long: with ikhfa', qalb and ikhfa' shafawi. Short: with ithhar and ithhar shafawi
Shortest: with meem or noon with harakah.
These lengths of the ghunnah can be learned correctly only from skillful reciters.

