Makharij-ul-Hurouf

(Articulation points/places of letters)

We have five main makharij (17 detailed ones):
porindl g vlicadl 9 Ll 9 (sl=dl 9 Bg=l

The oral and throat cavities (1), the throat (3), the tongue (10), the lips
(2) and the nasal cavity (1).

Imam Ibn Al-Jazari (the head Imam in this science) says in his
Mugaddimah:
2l o o)licy Sl (e e A B9yl 2,k

This means: according to the experienced scholars, the Arabic letters are
produced at 17 different places, as shown in these diagrams:
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Oral and Throat Cavities

1-Al-Jawf (the oral and throat cavities )

We have five sounds that come out of the jawf (the empty space in the
throat and mouth):

Alif sakinah preceded by a letter with fatha, ya' sakinah preceded by a
letter with kasra and waw sakinah preceded by a letter with damma

These are called the letters of madd (prolongation or elongation of
sound)

Examples: lggs - Lo - J



This word contains the three letters of madd altogether  Lu>g

The other two letters that come out of the jawf are the two letters of
leen:

Waw sakinah preceded by a letter with fatha and ya' sakinah preceded
with a letter with fatha.

Examples: odl - B>

Important Note:

The two letters of /een (waw sakinah preceded by fatha 5z and ya' sakina preceded by

fatha ;5 “) come from the Jawf only when we have madd of leen.

This occurs when a word contains a letter of /een (a diphthong), and the reader chooses
to stop on it (whether in the middle or end of an ayah), therefore placing a sukoon (=) on
the last letter. This madd is elongated (lengthened) 2, 4 or 6 counts (more details on madd
rules in coming notes). It is very clear that these two letters come from the jawf especially
when we choose to elongate them 4 or 6 counts rather than 2.

If we don't have madd of leen then these letters do not come from the jawf. The <
comes from the lips (by rounding them), while the & comes from the tongue (by raising
its middle part) as we will see in coming notes.

U338 - 955 - sl — sl

Be Tajweed Professional:

Avoid pronouncing the five sounds of al-jawf from the nasal cavity (with ghunnah) as
many people do. They should be pronounced without any ghunnah. To make sure you are
pronouncing them from the jawf you need to close your nose and still you should be able
to pronounce them clearly.

orollell= guiuzoll - pus)ll - jeae - sli — ciiw = lghle = JBB — S — 1oJ16

Ugolo — Ugingo — VLS — (ol
To better understand the makhraj of the letters of a-madd, it is essential that
we see the shape of the tongue and lips. This is illustrated in the following diagram:


http://www.readwithtajweed.com/tajweed_Sifaat.htm#Leen_(dipthong_/_easiness)
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Notice that with the alif sakina (the long vowel; aa) the lips are opened normally. If you slightly
round them or widen them, you will have the (0) or (a) sounds instead of the (aa) sound as some
people do in these words:

bW = GJlall = ouadls — Lol sbsl

Be Tajweed Professional:

Letters of the madd should end in the air, not anywhere else. Imam Ibn
Al-Jazari (rahimahullah) pointed out this point when he said in his
Mugaddimah:

wonpii clopl) do Bg,> o 9 sl gl gl

This means: the alif and its two sisters; the waw and yaa come from the
jawf, and they all should end in the air.

Many people do not let the letters of the madd end in the air (especially
before they make ruku'in prayer). They rather end them in the larynx
(the voice box), consequently producing the Aamza or haa' sound, as in:

ad 9 ¥ clou>, lu>, * clgls o)

This results in change in the meaning so we should let the letters of the
madd end in the air where the sound will fade out.


http://heesbees.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/makhraj-for-the-three-madd-letters.jpg

Be Tajweed Professional:

daall g 2,50ll o ai> By> JS slhacl oo gl

Tajweed is to give each letter its right (to pronounce it from its correct place
and with its correct way).

So you should give the letters of madd their rights.
The way the madd letters are pronounced is by lengthening them enough, not

shortening them as some people do, especially when they read fast.
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Be Tajweed Professional:

Make all the letters of madd and /een light (muraqgaqa) in any place they come.

Exception: The alif sakinah ) is sometimes heavy and sometimes light. It is heavy
(mufakhamah) when it is preceded by a heavy (mufakham) letter

The heavy letters: 38 hia (ad

also in some cases: J in the words (a-e-m ca)—

ool = JB = b — uile — gllall - o - ualls
The alif sakinah |} is also heavy when it is preceded by ra' with fatha
sl - ppsly = cusSL — sl
The Unique word: all

The alif sakinah  in this word is heavy when the preceding laam Jis heavy and light
when the laam d is light.

The d is light only when it is preceded (in pronunciation) by a letter with kasra.

al) - all lges — alll powy - alll JG



The laam & in the word pplll:

It has the same rule because the heaviness and lightness of the alif depends on what is
before it. This word means: O Allah!

pelll 1) — gl Eilseaw — pplll J3
Note: When the alif sakinah is preceded by a light letter, it should be light (muraggaqga).
lg5lS — b — 835l — Wl — ol — Sge — wlaslell — OMw ol — @8l — szl — Wbl

How can we know a makhraj of a letter?

To know the makhraj of any letter put a sukoon (pronounce it without a vowel) or
shaddah (stress) on that letter and pronounce it with a Hamza before it. The place
in which the sound is cut is the makhraj of that letter.

Examples:

- the makhraj of the (ba') is the lips
- the makhraj of the (fa') is the inside of the bottom lip when it is touched by
the top front teeth.
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2- The Second Main Makhraj: Al-Halq (the throat)
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We have three sub-makharij in the throat:

1-the Far Throat (Agsal-Halq)

2-the Middle Throat (wasatul-Halq)

3-the Near Throat (Adnal-Halq)

aigall bl puni sl g 8,531 dsbio 9 9 1 alsdl Lsuadl

The far throat (the farthest part from the mouth and closest to the chest): it is the larynx
(the voice box) in which we have the vocal cords (folds)

We have two letters produced in the larynx: al-hamza and al-haa' -

Note: Al-hamza as-sakinah (hamza with sukoun) is produced by complete closure of the
vocal cords.

Al-hamza al-mutaharrikah (hamza with fatha, dammah, or kasra) is produced by
distancing the vocal cords a little from each other.

Al-haa' is produced by bringing the vocal cords close to each other but without closing
them completely. When the air passes through the vocal cords in that position, they will
shake making the haa' sound.

: dn 33s ( Wiigcad! HU5p¥1 Zatate ) : GLnI (aaaBl -1




Be Tajweed professional:

Make the hamza E light (muraggaqga) wherever it comes in the Holy Qur'an.
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Be Tajweed Professional:

Make the haa' light (muraggaqga) all the time and give it its hams (let
the breath come with it when you pronounce it, especially when it has
sukoon).

Opening the lips widely will help you pronounce the haa' light.
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Be Tajweed Professional:

When we have - haa' with sukoon in the middle of a word make
sure you do not round your lips when you pronounce that haa'
especially when it is preceded by a letter with damma.

Sl bk = 53 L — () 53

So you round your lips with the letter before the haa', but you bring
them back to normal position when you pronounce the haa'.



Hlosodl Ul aslhio 98 9 1 gl=dl Jawg
The Mid Throat: it is the epiglottis area.

At this area two letters are produced; - ¢

¢ Ald'in is produced by bringing the epiglottis back to the wall of
the throat (particularly the pharynx) as in the following diagram:
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Be Tajweed Professional:

Pay extra attention to the g ain when it has sukoon and is followed
by = haa'. Pronounce the ¢ clearly without mixing it with the -

LAY - Geadd - e - el i

Please remember that the ¢ is always light (muraggaqa)

z Alh'aa' is also produced by bringing the epiglottis to the back wall
of the throat but not as much as in the ¢ ain. This is why we notice
the sound of the ~ is different because the air has a bigger passage
to go through.



Be Tajweed Professional:

Make the z always light (muragqgaqga) and give it its hams (let the
breath come with it when you pronounce it especially when it has
sukoon).

Gedaidrer sl 5 — sediledl ) 5 — ond — Griwadl — 7 7 7 — aSlall — aaliae — (aa )l

Gl 5 — 7S L — G saany — sl — | ASE = Sl 4 5 — ATy — el

When the ¢ is has sukoon and it is between two letters which have
damma, you should not keep the lips rounded when pronouncing
the ¢ in that case.
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