
Note from the Director  
Sr. Gulsangay Rashidi  

As Salaamu Alaikum, 

 All praise is due to Allah, the Most Subtle and the Most aware. May 
His blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and all 
the Muslims, Ameen. 
 At An-Noor, we are committed to provide excellence in Hifdh with 
strong academics, while nurturing Islamic character and building future 
leaders. As we share a common bond through our faith, we respect our 
students as individuals and celebrate our diversity, which includes a variety 
of racial and ethnic backgrounds. 
 For the fourth year in a row, we have been blessed with a full 
enrollment of 50 students and we had a record of 22 new Hifdh students 
entering the school this year.  

Since 2009, An-Noor school has now produced 45 Hifdh graduates, 
including 14 in the past year!  With the blessings of Allah, our alumni have 
also been successful in their academics at middle and high schools. They are 
striving to build upon their foundation in Qur’an and Islamic character 
developed at An-Noor school. 
 I am honored and humbled to be working at An-Noor. The heart of 
any school begins and ends with the people who enter it every day so May 
Allah reward our wonderful staff, students and their families. I am 
overwhelmed by the outstanding support from our volunteering PTSO and 
committee members. May Allah reward them immensely. 
 We thank Allah for all the blessings showered upon us and we ask 
Him to make us among those who memorize the Qur’an and striving to be of 
service to humanity. 
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Teaching Good 
Character 
Our school strives to 
embody excellence in  
character. Imam Abu 
Taleb gives weekly 
lessons teaching 
students this duty from 
the book Islamic 
Manners by Shaykh Abd 
Al-Fattah Abu Ghuddah. 

Parent’s Workshop 
with Sh. Okasha 
Kameny 
Sh. Okasha advised 
ANQA parents on how 
to help their children 
memorize the Quran. 

Guest Speaker-
Imam Suleiman 
Hani  
Author of “114 Tips to 
Help You Memorize the 
Quran,” joined our Juzz 
completion ceremony in 
the Fall and gave the 
students helpful tips. 

 

An-Noor Quran Academy  
2016-2017 School Highlights



Hifdh Department Highlights  
 Ultimately the students’ goal can be simply stated as to memorize the Qur’an. However, this is 
not an easy goal. It requires tremendous effort, commitment, motivation, and perseverance to 
accomplish this noble objective. As such, we are extremely proud to be part of this noble endeavor 
being pursued by our students.  
 This year, we have put greater emphasis on enhancing the quality of memorization.  To this 
effect, we have created and implemented Minimum Standards Policy for Hifdh that includes: 
intensive revision cycles, uniform grading criteria, and a graduation criteria that certifies a student 
upon meeting all the requirements.  
 We also have a growing and robust Hifdh Review program in place for the Huffadh in order 
that they may strengthen and perfect their memorization and work towards future Ijaaza Insha’Allah. 

Arabic & Islamic Studies Highlights  

Our goal is to develop a Tafseer, Islamic Studies, and Arabic curriculum that will help fulfill ANQA’s 
mission statement, and improve Arabic writing and speaking skills.  
1. Tafseer classes that will:                       2. Establish a 3 year curriculum:                3. Islamic studies classes that teach:           
a) Instill love for Allah and His book        a) 1st year: Basic Quranic Arabic               a) Taqwa and better  
b) Connect the Quran to daily life           Grammar and Vocabulary                           understanding of Islam  
c) Promote interaction with the Quran         b) 2nd year: Practice and Review with       b) Awareness of Islamic teachings  
              short story text           c) Awareness and pride in their  
         c) 3rd year: Practice and Review with             Muslim identity and have  
            Quran text                exemplary character.   
 

Community Outreach Programs 
• Qur’an Reading For Children Beginner Level  
• Qur’an Reading For Boys/Girls Intermediate Level                      
• Qur’an Reading For Sisters Intermediate/

Advanced Level 
• Full-Time Hifdh Prep Class for 1st & 2nd Graders 
• Special Needs Qur’an Class 
• An-Noor Quran Academy also offers Quran 

reading classes to the Triangle community for all 
ages and all levels.  
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AN-NOOR ALUMNI         ORPHAN SPONSORSHIP  
Our Huffadh also give back to the community in many ways.   
In Ramadan, our Huffadh led Taraweh Prayers at: 

- Islamic Association of Raleigh 
- Masjid King Khalid 
- Islamic Association of Morrisville 
- North Raleigh Masjid 
- Islamic Center of Temecula Valley in California. 

          Students sell Islamic calendars 
The alumni have been active in giving back to the community            during Jummah prayers to sponsor 
by teaching other students the Quran.     orphans through Islamic Relief. 

 Learn how to read and 
recite the Quran from 

ANQA experts!

With the blessing of Allah SWT, we have 
taught over 100 community students in 
these programs last year.  



Hifdh Tajweed Projects  
Our students learn through great speakers and also through educational  
projects. The students had a wonderful time putting tajweed rules with 

 noon sakina on a poster. 

 

5th & 6th Grade Science Project 

 We have learned HOW and WHY leaves change colors in the Fall! 

7th Grade Science Projects 

                               Sr. Maie’s class learned  
          how DNA pair together!  

 

STEM Robotics      Art Club  

 
STEM Club, students learn the basics of computer           
programming and design robots. They designed, built,    
and programmed Lego® WeDo Robots!     
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ANQA every Friday holds Art Club led by Sr. 
Nisrin Shahin. These are our latest 
masterpieces.



Teacher’s Workshop with Sr. Mona Dakrouri 
This year our staff had a workshop with Sr. Mona Dakrouri. She used the Taalm 

method: Towards Alternative Arabic Learning Methodologies. She gave helpful websites 
and teaching techniques to use as a supplemental resource.  

Annual Science Fair and International Fair  
 Science Fair Projects require using the skills gained in Social Studies, English, Math, 
Technology, and the Sciences. Science Fair Projects provide opportunities to collaborate with many 
teachers, especially in Science, Math, English, and Islamic Studies. They implement cross-curriculum 
and team leadership and cooperation. 
 International Fair gives us knowledge about 32 different countries. The displays show and 
describe the countries their background. 

 
 

The Spelling bee is an annual event that takes place in the Spring to teach competition and for students to 
have confidence in themselves. These students were the first place winners in the 2016 Spelling Bee. 

Smithsonian Field Trip “The Art of the Quran” 
We went to Washington D.C. to visit the Quran exhibit, and it was a great success. 

 4

Annual 
Spelling  
Bee 



8th Grade’s Corner  
How ANQA changed my life?  

Asalamu alaikum,  
 I have been in An-Noor for approximately 
3.5 years. Within these years, I’ve had many 
learning opportunities. My mentors made it clear 
that Islam was the right religion for me. Since the 
day I came to An-Noor Quran Academy, I have made 
many new friends. My friends helped me with my 
hardships. May Allah (swt) grant them patience in 
their time of hardship.  The main reason why a 
student would come to An-Noor is to memorize the 
Holy Quran. I, Alhamdilillah, memorized much of 
the Quran. Without Allah giving me an opportunity 
to come to An-Noor, I would not be where I am 
today. 
  I pray that Allah (swt) accepts the good 
deeds from all of the people that have helped me 
come this far. May He also accept from the staff that 
had helped An-Noor Quran Academy become a 
better place. 

Nabeel Khan   

Asalamu alaikum,  
 I have been in An-Noor for approximately 
2.5 years. An-Noor School changed my life by 
helping me with my Tajweed and pronunciation of 
The Holy Quran. I used to either prolong my 
ghunnah or change the words. Alhamdulillah, now I 
know when to do the ghunnah and know the 
meaning of each word on the page that I'm 
memorizing, most of the time. ANQA also gave me 
an understanding of some of the prophets 
Mohammad's (PBUH) Sunnah and Hadiths.   
 Furthermore, ANQA made me think 
positively and not negatively. If I think negatively, 
then I won't be able to help myself  memorize the 
Quran. But If I think I can memorize the whole 
Quran, then I can actually achieve it. There are so 
many reasons how ANQA made a difference in my 
life. I have to conclude here by saying that I am so 
grateful to be memorizing The Holy Quran. I can't 
ask for anything more. 

Najma Mohamud  

How ANQA teachers effect my life? 

Asalamu Alaikum, 
 The An-Noor School teachers are a great 
part of my success. The teachers are very nice. They 
encourage me to exceed in my studies. I have 
learned the proper rules of tajweed from 
Sh.Abdullah and now Sh.Hassan. I also learned 
Islamic studies with Sh.Chafik. I can't ever forget my 
main teacher for Quran memorization, Sh. 
Abdessamad. My academics teachers are very 
skillful. I have learned a lot in their classes. My 
favorite teacher/principal is Sr.Gulsangay because 
she gives great advice. They all taught me that 
patience is one of the best solutions in life. Finally, 

Asalamu Alaikum,  
 An-Noor School teachers have played a 
major role in the last four years of my life. They've 
kept me motivated and have opened new doors for 
me. They've always shown patience and dedication 
into helping me achieve my goals. Each and every 
teacher has taught me something in many ways, 
whether it was by their own actions or by their 
advice. MashaAllah, I've learned a lot more and 
have become a better person because of them. 

Maham Siddiqui  

Abd Al-Wahab Al-Kasas  
Flip the page to look at our huffadh! 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they have made me a better Muslim alhumdulillah.  



 

An-Noor Quran Academy Huffadh 

1. Safa Asrar - May 2011 
2. Mir Quddus - July 2011 
3. Iman Lafi - May 2012 
4. Ihtiram Muhtady - June 2012 
5. Sarah Nagy - June 2012 
6. Raafay Siddiqui - October 2012 
7. Imtithal Noor - December 2012 
8. Abdul Muaizz Rashidi - January 2013 
9. Hamza Ansari - February 2013 
10. Lema Al-Zoubi - March 2013 
11. Aishah Al-Zoubi - March 2013 
12. Momen Khan - April 2013 
13. Amina Mohamed - April 2013 
14. Hamza Sheikh – May 2013 
15. Mohhid Sheikh – May 2013 
16. Shakoor Afzal – May 2013 
17. Zuhaa Asrar – August 2013 
18. Isra Siddiqui – August 2013 
19. Jawad Syed – January 2014 
20. Duha Iqbal – January 2014 
21. Safiya Alvi – February 2014 
22. Anam Fatima Akhtar – February 2014 
23. Yusrah Oyewole – March 2014 

24. Ibrahim Akhtar – July 2014 
25. Sumiya Kattan- December 2014 
26. Isa Rashidi – March 2015 
27. Hana Al-Kasas - April 2015 
28. Nabeel Abdur-Rahman - April 2015 
29. Sumer Busisou – November 2015 
30. Maryam Zahid – November 2015 
31. Anas Hareed – February 2016 
32. Aisha Lawal – March 2016 
33. Maham Siddiqui – April 2016 
34. Shuaib Ali – April 2016 
35. Mustafa Razzaq - April 2016 
36. Ismail Mohamed - April 2016 
37. Aarib Khan- April 2016 
38. Madiha Siddiqui—May 2016 
39. Sarah Irshad—May 2016 
40. Ibrahim Mohamed—May 2016 
41. Shaheer Paracha—June 2016 
42. Ahmed Ansari—July 2016 
43. Maryum Irfan---October 2016 
44. Zakaryia Mohamad- February 2017 
45. Amaar Akhtar - February 2017  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